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When lan and his roommates
found a box of abandoned
keepsakes in the basement of
their old SE Portland rental house,
the documentarian knew he'd
found something pretty profound.

Because unlike the piles of old
junk they'd found before--half built
carburetors, moldy phone books
and the like--this was uniquely
personal. A box of letters, photos,
memories, thoughts; that everyday
stuff you keep for some unknown
reason just to mark the passing of
your young years. The box,
marked "Don't need now"
belonged to no one they knew, but
was somehow familiar. A
sentimental collection of things left
behind when life moved on, to be
collected and revisited at some later date. A box we all have somewhere
in our history.

It felt odd, he says, very voyeuristic, opening the box. But it sparked an
idea for a new documentary, Finders Keepers, in which lan probes the
deeper question of what's inside everyone's keepsake box? You know,
those musty old bins and totes filled with junior high corsages, our first lost



tooth, a favorite stuffed animal, photos of our best friends from the sixth
grade.

Listening to lan talk in his overstuffed office, a bridle hanging in the closet
(part of his cowboy years in Montana), tattered old furniture and a wall of
films, books, papers and like like taking up the rest of the space you realize
that lan is the consummate storyteller, which makes what he does all
the more fascinating. He sees a story in everything, in everyone.

Its a romantic notion, really. But lan, and partner Heathe Harlow seem to
find those stories and tell them with a special flair--humbly, passionately,
honestly. lan is a journalism major who picked up a camera mostly for fun,
then documented a somewhat forgotten history of Celio Falls, won a bunch
of awards, ended up at OPB and created other documentaries about WWII
teens and a man who had known Ann Frank and now about the history of
Korean immigration. Heather worked on Elephant with Gus Van Zant.

Both plan to bring the art of storytelling and documentary filmmaking into
the forefront in the NW. The group will host an event at the EcoTrust
Building Aug. 26,"For the Record: A special night of stories and
storytelling" that celebrates the NW and both emerging and established
writers and filmmakers.

What they've worked on:

* "Echo of Water Against Rocks: Remembering Celio Falls”
“Innocence in an age of infamy: Teenagers' experiences in WWII"
American Passages: A literary survey

*

*

What they're working on now:
The 100-year history of Korean immigration via first hand interviews.

Where you can meet them:
The group hosts workshops frequently. Upcoming: Exploring documentary
production.

"For The Record: A special night of stories and storytelling", Aug. 26, 6p.m.
Click here for more information.

How you can get involved:
NW Documentary & Arts is always looking for a helping hand--from
internships to sponsorships. Find out more.




